
Day 1 and 2 - Intro and farmers' dilemma.notebook

The Populist Movement - Day 1

Entrance task:  We have studied a lot about city 
life in the post-Civil War era. What do you think 
was happening to farmers during this time?
Today: Changes in America & the plight of farmers
         in the late 1800s are early 20th century
Homework: Ch. 16-3

1860 - 31,443,321              1890 - 62,979,766
US Census 
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Between 1870-1900, farmers 
in the US experienced great 
difficulties. While food 
prices declined, their 
expenses climbed.
What's the connection between
falling prices and the increase in 
bushels grown?
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What could farmers do to 
improve their standing???
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CW p. 3-7
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It would mean disaster for the American farmer.  They see their income drop steeply and find 
themselves unable to pay back their debts. Often, the bank forecloses on their farms.

The farmer would demand government intervention to control the monopolies so their 
expenses could be lessened; they may demand more money be printed to lower the value of 
the dollar; they may demand the gov’t control the market. 
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The railroads were charging higher rates for the short haul, thus increasing farmers’ 
expenses.  Railroads also controlled grain elevators and again overcharged the farmers.

Railroads fixed the prices of storage and graded the farmers’ grain arbitrarily.  Rates for moving 
the freight rose. 

Farmers could insist the gov’t  intervene to eliminate price fixing.  Oversight by the gov’t would 
help.  Farmers could join forces to control their own grain elevators. 
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The Populist Movement - Day 2

Entrance task:  Pick up where you left off 
yesterday with the documents F-H on p. 3-7
Today: The Grange Movement and Populist Party
Homework: Ch. 17-1 due Thursday

Doc. F
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Grange Movement farmhouse

regulate the railroads standard living

CW p. 9

railroads
surcharges transporting

laws favorable to farmers

interstate commerce

Interstate Commerce Act
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The purpose of the granger movement was to:

CW p. 9

free coinage silver
inflationary

farmers
national     bank

nationalizing the railroads

graduated income tax
Progressive Income tax

more income = more tax

gov. ownership
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Senators  direct election

referendum

* Between 1873 and 1890, no silver coins had been
minted and circulated by the US government - only

these coins

* The Populist solution: raise farm prices by making the
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Review the info on CW p. 10-11 and complete these statements

The Populist Movement - Day 2

Entrance task:  Pick up where you left off 
yesterday with the documents D-H on p. 3-7
Today: The Grange Movement and Populist Party
Homework: CW p. 12-13,

 Ch. 17-1 due Thursday
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CW p. 11
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Populist Challenge

The Populist Movement - Day 2

Homework: Ch. 17-1
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                  Gold Standard Free Silver

Supporters
Gold bugs: bankers & wealthy 
industrialists

Silverites: silver miners, 
farmers, and debtors

Position

A gold standard would limit the 
amound of money in circulation 
and DEFLATE prices

The unlimited coinage of 
silver would increase money 
supply and INFLATE prices

Benefits

The economy would be more 
stable and the wealthy would have 
protection for their money

The economy would be 
stimulated, farmers would 
get more money for their 
goods; debtors could more 
easily repay loans
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POSITIVE EFFECTS
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The Populist Movement

Homework: Ch. 15-4  
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